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This short introductory book, part of the American Library Association’s Fundamentals Series, is meant
to provide new information professionals a practical foundation for electronic resources management.
Main topics include negotiation and licensing, setting up and maintain access, usage statistics, questions
to ask a library vendors, marketing electronic resources, and emerging trends. Although chapters are
relatively short and only offer a broad overview, a list of recommended readings at the end of each
chapter provides historical context or more complete explanations. The recommended readings include
articles from prominent journals in the field of serial management, including Serials Review, Journal of
Electronic Resources Librarianship, and The Serials Librarian. Within chapters are shaded sections
highlighting acronyms relevant to the content, key advice, or take-home points. Two appendices
provide a rubric for evaluating open access resources and a license review checklist. The latter is
particularly useful as it is very extensive and makes librarians aware of details they may have never
considered when examining licenses. Finally, there is a fifteen page glossary that helps define jargon
regularly used when dealing with electronic resources. Overall, the authors, Alana Verminski and Kelly
Marie Blanchat, have done a nice job introducing the most important factors to consider when
managing electronic resources. Without the selective reading list at the end of each chapter, the content
might be too general to help professionals take leadership for their library’s electronic resources. Since
these readings are included, this book is a great first step. Recommended for academic libraries, new
information professionals, or experienced librarians taking on new responsibilities.

